MAGHC14/06/2024 – Josh Aleri
10. Becoming Gods battle axe: Embrace encouragement.
1. Greetings!
2. Pre-sermon declarings
· 1 Chronicles 16:34: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.
· Psalm 95: 1- 5
1 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving
    and extol him with music and song.
3 For the Lord is the great God,
    the great King above all gods.
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth,
    and the mountain peaks belong to him.
5 The sea is his, for he made it,
    and his hands formed the dry land.

3. Prayers for Adoration and thanksgiving

4. Introduction 
Becoming Gods battle axe- from Jeremiah 51:20
In seasons of war, you will need encouragement just like soldiers encourage each other and how their commander encourages them.
In battle – don’t move in until you have made peace that the battle is the Lords and victory belongs to him. Knowledge for battle is key and very strategic. 
Definition of encouragement: the action of giving someone support, confidence, or hope; persuasion to do or to continue something; the act of trying to stimulate the development of an activity, state, or belief.

Quotes:
· “We will fail when we fail to try.” ― Rosa Parks
· “If you want to lift yourself up, lift up someone else.” ― Booker T. Washington
· "Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts." ― Winston Churchill
· “Don’t be afraid to give up the good to go for the great.” ― John D. Rockefeller
· “Stones and sticks are thrown only at fruit-bearing trees.” ― Sumi
· “It always seems impossible until it’s done.” — Nelson Mandela
· "Nothing is impossible. The word itself says 'I'm possible!'" — Audrey Hepburn
· “Don’t count the days, make the days count.” — Muhammad Ali
· "Believe you can and you're halfway there." — Theodore Roosevelt
· “Don’t sit down and wait for the opportunities to come. Get up and make them.” — Madam C.J Walker
· “Someone’s sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.” — Warren Buffett
· “Success is the sum of small efforts repeated day in and day out.” — Robert Collier


5. Fire scriptures:
Joshua 1:7, Joshua 1:9

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them.
7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

1 Thes. 5:11 - 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
1 Thes. 2:12 12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.
1 Thes. 3:7 7 Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith. 
1 Thes. 4:18 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
Proverbs 18:21 - The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.
6. Examples of Encouragement
a) Joshua
b) Tower of Babel
c) Ruth and Naomi 
Ruth 1:16 – 17
But Ruth said, “Don’t force me to leave you; don’t make me go home. Where you go, I go; and where you live, I’ll live. Your people are my people, your God is my god; where you die, I’ll die, and that’s where I’ll be buried, so help me GOD—not even death itself is going to come between us!”
d) Moses to the children of Israel while in the desert 
Exodus 14: 12 – 14
12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”
13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

7. Lessons from encouragement
a) Background 
· People go through seasons in their life’s
· Encouragement is key
· The Past, Present and Future 
· The Bible – Principles, Promises, Prophecies
b) For the past, let go:
·  Isaiah 43:19 
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
c) For the present: 
· Be strong and courageous
· What is the principle – meditate on God’s word
· Obedience
· Prayer, worship (mountain analogy – climb and maintain) 
– Jude 1:20 20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit
Romans 8:26 - 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.
· Faith
Hebrews 11: 11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.

d) For the Future: 
· Wait for the Lords promises, prophecies.
· When we encourage other we are standing in the gap and a form of unity – God will command a blessing

8. Prayer points
a) Anointing to be able to encourage others.
b) Let’s stand with those going through financial challenges.
c) Let’s stand with those going through relationship breakdown and challenges.
d) Let’s stand with those going through health challenges.
e) Specific prayer requests

9. Conclusion
· Thank you for listening.
· Let’s embrace encouragement!
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